
for the same purpose, and the corsect dosage, he was satis¬
fied from the evidence, called on both sides, that the highest
medical opinion was not in agreement. He had evidence of
chemists and of pharmacists that cocain was still widely used,
and that although the proportion prescribed was frequently
less than 5 per cent, this proportion was used if the strength
was not mentioned, because it was the strength prescribed in
the British Pharmacopeia. In fact, cocain was included in
the British Pharmacopeia for the purpose and in the propor¬
tions in which the defendant had used it. A physician could
not be convicted of negligence for having administered a

preparation agreeing both in strength and amount with the
British Pharmacopeia, and of which, moreover, he had had
satisfactory experience for many years. As to the suggestion
that a small vein had been pierced in making the second
injection, even if this had been so there was evidence before
him that it was possible to inject cocain into a small or even
into a larger vein without danger to a normal person, such
as evidence showed the plaintiff apparently to be. In giving
judgment for the defendant the judge expressed deep sym¬
pathy with the plaintiff.

Queensland Institute of Tropical Medicine

Important recommendations for extending the scope and
usefulness of the work of the Institute of Tropical Medicine
at Townsville, North Queensland, were decided on at a recent
meeting of the committee, when it was decided to recommend
to the federal cabinet proposals for strengthening the staff of
the institute and extending and intensifying its work. These
include the opening of experimental stations at Port Moresby,
Papua and Rabaul, and an addition to the staff of officers to
carry out investigations on the spot into any outbreaks of
tropical disease without interfering in any way with the reg¬
ular routine of the laboratory work and tests. While these
proposals involve some additional expense, it is held that
the committee will be amply justified by the more thorough
manner in which it will be possible to cope with tropical
diseases in Australia, and by the extension of the sphere of
operations to Papua and former German territory. It is
hoped that eventually all the medical officers appointed to
posts in the Pacific territories will take a course at Towns¬
ville. When the institute was established, the preparatory
work took some time, and then, with a depleted staff, and
other difficulties the institute took up the treatment of sol¬
diers from Rabaul suffering from malaria. So marked was
the success that returned men from the other states who had
been badly affected by malaria were sent to Townsville, and
their treatment proved an almost dramatic success.

RIO DE JANEIRO
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Aug. 12, 1920.
Organization of the National Department of Public Health

May 26, a decree was signed by President Pessoa creating
a public health department. Besides an administrative and
three technical bureaus, namely, land, sea and rural sanita-
tion and prophylaxis, sections on statistics, sanitary engineer-
ing, leprosy and venereal disease prophylaxis, medicine,
pharmacy, dentistry and midwifery, food inspection, tuber-
culosis prophylaxis, hospital assistance and child welfare
have been created. The bill, which consists of ninety-five
pages and 1,257 paragraphs, encountered great opposition not
only by scientific and daily papers but also by many physi-
cians. In a short time this law was so severely criticized that
the president was obliged to revoke it. One of its greatest
faults is that sanitation of the interior of the country is not
provided for, although congress had made specifications for
it. No sacrifice was considered too much in benefit of the
population of the northern and northwestern states, where

malaria and hookworm have reigned for many years. Never-
theless, more than a million dollars was destined for govern¬
ment officials and professionals solely in the city of Rio de
Janeiro. This sum does not include the services for leprosy
and venereal disease prophylaxis, tuberculosis eradication,
physicians for contagious disease hospitals, students serving
in the smallpox vaccination section, nurses, and the like.
Before the reorganization there were sixty-eight nonprofes¬
sional officers, whereas at present there are more than 400.

Death of Arnaldo Vieira de Carvalho
The death of Prof. Arnaldo Vieira de Carvalho, one of the

most prominent physicians of Säo Paulo, is deeply regretted
throughout the country. The deceased was director of the
medical school of the hospital S. Casa de Misericordia, and
president of the Sociedade de Medicina e Cirurgia. His posi¬
tion as director of the medical school will be assumed by Dr.
Ovidio Pires de Campos.

Personal
Dr. Rocha Lima, professor at the Hamburg University, has

been visiting friends in Rio. At the Academy of Medicine he
reviewed his research work during the war in Turkey and
Poland on typhus. He read a paper on Peruvian wart before
the Medicosurgical Society. At Sao Paulo he addressed the
Medicosurgical Society on yellow fever.-Prof. Custodio
Cabeça, well known surgeon of Lisbon, and Professor
Morquio, well known physician for children's diseases, are

sojourning in Rio.-Prof. Joäo Marinho and Dr. Marcondes
Castilho have left for Buenos Aires to represent Brazil at
the congress of otorhinolaryngology in that city.

New Professors in the Medical School
Dr. Del Vecchio has been appointed professor of chemistry

at the medical school, and Dr. Augusto Brandâo, professor of
surgery.

Public Health Department in Säo Paulo
Dr. Arruda Sampaio has been appointed head of the public

health department in Säo Paulo.

New Hospitals for Rio
Dr. Domingos Mascarenhas, congressman for Rio Grande

do Sul, has asked congress to approve his bill creating three
new hospitals, one for noncontagious diseases, under the
direction of the medical school, and two others for tuber¬
culosis and other contagious diseases under the supervision
of the public health department.

BELGIUM
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

Aug. 20, 1920.
Federation of Scientific Societies

There has recently been formed at Brussels a F\l=e'\d\l=e'\ration
belge des soci\l=e'\t\l=e'\sde sciences math\l=e'\matiques,physiques,
naturelles, m\l=e'\dicaleset appliqu\l=e'\es.Thirty-three societies
have already joined the federation, and many others have
promised to become affiliated in the near future. The group
includes various scientific societies which give evidence of
their activity by the publication of original work, and the
movement is designed to unite and coordinate all efforts for
the general advancement of the pure and applied sciences,
although the component societies retain their own autonomy.
The federation will endeavor to encourage initiative and to
procure the requisite material and moral assistance for the
furtherance of scientific work, and it will collaborate in per-
fecting scientific publications. It may, especially, summon

congresses, organize conferences and expositions, and found
or support useful scientific institutions.
Among the principal aims of the federation may be men-

tioned: (1) an increase of the resources of affiliated societies
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